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last summer. Another more fundamen-
tal sign is the ongoing effort to build
the closest possible strategic partner-
ship between our country and the
United States.

Romania is fully committed to form-
ing and nurturing this special partner-
ship. Democracy can only flourish in
Romania and we can only become a
more positive influence in the region if
our role as a stabilizing force is ac-
knowledged and supported by the
United States and its allies. Romania
is living proof that Eastern and South-
eastern Europe are not doomed to a life
of conflict. But we all have the duty to
be on guard against hatred in any
form.

Over the past year, Romania has
proved that the occasional political
storm matters less than having a sound
political foundation that allows us to
weather those storms. We have also
learned that despite our profound and
unflinching commitment to privatiza-
tion and economic reform, it will be
more difficult to rebuild the Romanian
economy than we or our friends ex-
pected. We understand the need to bal-
ance our eagerness for speedy reform
with the need to maintain social stabil-
ity. We have been able to do this so far.
Again, this is a tribute to our demo-
cratic institutions and the commit-
ment of our people to those institu-
tions. The next step is to speed up pri-
vatization while maintaining our social
equilibrium.

All of these efforts, building the soci-
ety, consolidating democratic institu-
tions, reforming the economy, our con-
tribution to the security of Eastern
Europe would be more difficult without
your assistance. But I can assure you
they are well worth your efforts, as
they do so much to advance peace and
stability in such a vital part of the
world.

As a representative of the American
people, I want to thank you on behalf
of my country for the friendship and
help the United States has shown us.

The land of freedom, the land I spoke
about a few minutes ago, is a unique
place. It belongs to those who are will-
ing to sacrifice for its attainment and
its defense. It is a land your Founding
Fathers conceived and the one envi-
sioned by our own patriotic thinkers
and fighters. It is the land of your
brave military men and women, as it is
the land of Romania’s soldiers who vol-
unteered to go to Albania, Angola, the
Persian Gulf and Bosnia, in any coun-
try where peace is under attack. It is
our challenge together, as allies and
partners, to build the bridges to the
next millennium from the Danube to
the Potomac, from the Black Sea to
the Pacific Ocean and beyond, wher-
ever people believe in and fight for
freedom.

I would like to close with a true
story. One hundred and fifty years ago,
a young Romanian who had fought for
freedom in the 1848 revolution emi-
grated to America. His name was
George Pomutz, which in Romanian

means ‘‘little tree.’’ Once on American
soil, he volunteered for Lincoln’s Army
and fought in some of the key battles
of the Civil War, including Vicksburg
and Atlanta. Our ‘‘little tree’’ went on
to become a general in your Army and
later an American diplomat, serving in
Russia, where he helped negotiate the
American purchase of Alaska. In 1944,
long after his death, the Romanian
community in the United States do-
nated money to build a battleship,
named for Romanian-American Gen-
eral George Pomutz. The ship named
for the ‘‘little tree’’ served in peace and
war, always a symbol of strength and
vigilance. Over the decades, Pomutz’
story attests to the common roots
shared by our two people, the closeness
of their souls, their love of freedom and
their willingness to fight in its defense.

God bless America. God bless Roma-
nia. God bless the land of freedom.

f

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46
minutes a.m.) the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess until 11:15 a.m.

f
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. EWING) at 11 o’clock and
17 minutes p.m.

f

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the proceed-
ings had during the recess be printed in
the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment a bill of the House
of the following title:

H.R. 3156. An act to present a congressional
gold medal to Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed with an amendment
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested, a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 2870. An act to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to facilitate protection

of tropical forests through debt reduction
with developing countries with tropical for-
ests.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the amendment of the
House to the bill (S. 2282) ‘‘An act to
amend the Arms Export Control Act,
and for other purposes.’’

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 1-minute
speeches on each side.

f

THE BEANIE BABY CAPERGATE

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, as we all
know, the President and his entourage
just recently returned from a 9-day,
taxpayer-paid, $50 million trip to
China. It appears that America’s
tough-talking trade representative,
Charlene Barshefsky, has shunned and
even ignored American trade law. My
word, Mr. Speaker, we now have the
Barshefsky Beanie Baby Capergate.

Apparently, the President’s trade
rep, who is supposed to know, who is
supposed to understand, who is sup-
posed to follow trade laws, was caught
red-handed in China’s unregulated
back-alley Beanie-Baby black market.
Barshefsky illegally acquired a boat-
load of Beanie Babies while in Beijing
and tried to bring them back to the
United States.

‘‘Whoa, not so fast,’’ said the U.S.
Customs, since it is illegal to purchase
these toys in China.

Well, what is next? I hope the Clinton
Administration does not think that
this is an even trade for the top-secret
missile technology they just gave
them. With a $50 billion U.S. trade defi-
cit, maybe the Chinese were secretly
paying off the Clinton Administration
with Barshefsky Beanie Babies.

I yield back to the American people
any legal Beanie Babies not hiding in
the White House.

f

PATIENT’S BILL OF RIGHTS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, you ask the question, what do
the American people want? Well, they
want a real Patient’s Bill of Rights,
not the whiplash health care bill that
Speaker GINGRICH and the Republicans
want us to buy in. Whiplash? It comes
real sharp, and when you get through,
it hurts badly.

Our Patient’s Bill of Rights guaran-
tees a patient’s right to see a specialist
when they need to. It emphasizes the
patient’s and the doctor’s rights and
relationships. It guarantees that our
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